9 Previously, identification to species level of "non-significant" bacteria (e.g. single 10 specimens with Gram-positive rods or coagulase-negative staphylococci) was 11 generally not performed in our laboratory, including for blood culture isolates. 12
growth from a non-sterile site). The utility of this new technology to patient care 24
is demonstrated by a recent case. 25
26
A 69-year old man receiving radiotherapy for prostate cancer developed sepsis 27 secondary to a urinary tract infection. Urine was cultured on 5% horse blood 28 agar (HBA) and incubated in 5% CO2 only at 35C. Three different organisms were 29 isolated from urine at >10 8 cfu/L: two colonial types of coagulase-negative 30 staphylococci and a Gram-positive rod, which were deemed non-significant. 31
According to usual laboratory protocols, in the presence of pyuria, positive 32 culture plates are stored for 7 days. Anaerobic and aerobic blood culture bottles 33 from the same day flagged positive on day 2 and 4 respectively with a short 34
Gram-positive rod. Following inoculation of 5% HBA and incubation in 5% CO2 35 for 24 hours, a pure organism was isolated. Growth, however, was sufficient only 36 at 48 hours to attempt identification. On day 4 post-collection, the isolate was 37 identified as Actinobaculum schaalii by MALDI-TOF with a score of 2.3 (i.e. a 38 reliable score to species level) using the direct colony transfer method. The rod 39 from his urine culture was retrieved and identified as the same organism, using 40 the same method. Interestingly, a urine culture from the same patient a month 41 earlier showed pyuria and Gram-positive rods. 
